Sixth Form Summer Work

History — Cold War in Asia

Welcome to History! In preparation for September we would like
you to begin getting to know about the Cold War in Asia and some
of the key events and concepts that are part of our new and
exciting course. In order to do this we would like you to complete
the series of activities below. You will need to bring this work to
lessons as we will be drawing from this knowledge in our
classroom discussions in the few first weeks of the new term.

Tasks

1. The Second World War in Asia
e Read this summary of the end of the second world war and the start of the cold war, go to the
end with ‘what is a superpower?’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3nd6yc/revision/1 .
Specifically have notes on Japan’s relationship with the US and consider: how might this impact
the Cold War in Asia?
2. Individuals we need to get to know
Use p. 4-6 of the transition reading document to create a fact-file page of the key individuals on topic 1 of
the Cold War in Asia topic:
e Josef Stalin
e Harry S. Truman
e Mao Zedong
You could add to this with further research if you wanted to find out more.
3. Choose one of these tasks:
e Read through the information on the Vietnam War on divide your notes into causes, events and
consequences.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8kw3k7/revision/1
e Read through the information on the Korean War on and divide your notes into causes, events,
and consequences.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqqd6yc/revision/1
e Read through this section on China, make notes on the government of China. Consider: causes,
events and consequences. Try to write 3 bullet points for each section.
The Chinese Civil War: Causes, Rise Of Mao Zedong & Republic of China | HistoryExtra
4. Western powers in Asia
e Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2lcmLkuhG0. Make sure you have key dates of
events, countries involved, outcome for the Korean and Vietham war.

Extra reading

Inspired? If you can’t wait until September to find out more you could:

e Go back over your Cold War GCSE course so you’re happy with the causes of the Cold War
particularly

e https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/a-quick-guide-to-japans-role-in-the-second-world-war

e https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/britains-war-in-the-far-east-during-the-second-world-war

o The Cold War by Odd Arne Westad can be accessed on Google Books (doesn’t have complete copy
though)
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=4fotDwWAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dqg=the+cold+war+odd
+arne+westad&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj30-
68geipAhVRaRUIHYRVCAAQ6WEITDAE#vV=0nepage&q&f=true

e In Our Time Podcast: Karl Marx https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003k9ig
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e In Our Time: Sino Japanese War https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b042Idyq

e Witness History Podcast on The Beginning of the Korean War:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cswsn8

e Witness History Podcast on The Korean War: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0086hv0

e BBC Witness History Podcast on The Vietnam War: Surviving the ‘Christmas Bombing Campaign:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csyww8

e The BBC have done a series of documentaries on the aftermath of the Cold War, here is one on
Indonesia: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cszbfg

e BBC Race Across the World S1 Ep5, particularly at 48 mins
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0003wy2 visiting Choeung Ek killing fields of Cambodia.

e If you're looking for something more historically rigorous you should refer to the read/watch/listen
list. There are some wonderful documentaries, podcasts and books on there.

If you need any help or have any questions about this preparation work you can contact us by email:
Miss Elsdon — kelsdon@littleheath.org.uk
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Josef Stalin

Born in Georgia
Dominated Soviet politics
Initial collaboration with Hitler in the
Second World War
Nazi Germany attacked USSR
USSR and USA allied in the Second World
War
Took control of Eastern Europe,
antagonising the USA and triggering the
Cold War
Recognised Ho Chi Minh's Democratic
Republic of Vietnam (January)
Supported Kim Il Sung’s attack on South
Korea (June)
Encouraged Communist China to enter the
Korean War (October)

1953 Died

Background

Born to a peasant family, Stalin opposed the Russian
monarchy from 1899. One of the leading Communists
by 1912, he worked quite closely with Lenin during and
after the 1917 Russian Revolution. After Lenin's death

1879
¢.1926-53
1939

1941
1941-5

1944-8

Harry S. Truman
1884
1935
1945

1947
1949

Born in Missouri

Elected Senator

Became President in April
“Truman Doctrine' speech
Established NATO

Republicans said the Democrats Roosevelt
and Truman 'lost’ China

McCarthy said State Department contained
Communists

Financially assisted French struggie against
Vietnamese Communists

Korean War

1953 Retired to Missouri

1972 Died

Background

A farmboy from Missouri, Truman first came 1o national
attention by exposing inefficency in government defence
spending in the Second World War. As Vice President,
he became President when President Roosevelt died. In
1948, he was elected President in his own right.

1950-3

Achievements

Truman failed to persuade Congress to undertake
meaningful social reforms and was unable to halt

the excesses of the Red Scare, but his foreign policy
decisions had a lasting impact. He & often praised for
establishing NATO, defeating Stalin's Berlin blockade,
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in 1924, Stalin eliminated all
potential rivals and led the
Soviet Union from ¢.1926 until
his death in 1953.

Achievements

During Stalin's brutal dictatorship, the Soviet Union was
rapidly industrialised. Stalin was greatly revered by many
Russians for having led the nation successfully through
the Second World War, during which he acquired an
East European Empire that served to strengthen the
Soviet Union's western frontiers.

Significance in the Cold War

Stalin's suspicious nature contributed greatly to the
origins and development of the Cold War in Europe
and Asia. His approval for Kim |l Sung's attack on South
Korea triggered the Korean War. His East European
policy antagonised the United States and was an
important cause of the US entry into the Korean War.
He encouraged Mao Zedong (see page 6) to enter the
war after US forces entered North Korea. Although
Stalin was far less active in his support of Ho Chi Minh
and Communism in Vietnam than in support of Kim and
North Korea, the US thought otherwise. The American
belief that Ho was Stalin's puppet, coupled with Stalin's
actions in Europe and Korea, helped to stimulate the US
involvement in Vietnam.

revitalising Western Europe
through Marshail Aid, and
for the contanment of
Communism in Korea.

Significance in the Cold

War

Truman's decision to oppose Communism resulted in
US involvement in the Cold War and in wars in Korea
and Vietnam, That involvement cost a great deal in
lives and money. Most people believe Truman had no
choice but to oppose Communism in order to maintain
American security, but some consider the Cold War
an unnecessary war that might have been avoided had
the more conaliatory Roosevelt remained in the White
House. Truman's decision to send American troops

1o Korea after North Korea attacked South Korea in
1950 resulted in a war involving many countries that
might have led to a third world war. Initially, he aimed
only to restore the status quo in South Korea. In this he
was successful, but he failed in his attempt to reunify
the peninsula, When Truman sent Amenican troops
into North Korea, it brought China fully into the war
and led to nearly three more years of bloody struggle.
The conflict between the Chinese and the Americans
in Korea confirmed that the Cold War had dramatically
arrived in Asia, and ensured that Sino-American
relations remained exceptionally hostile until the early
1970s. When Truman aided the French in their struggle
to defeat the Communist Ho Chi Minh's fight for
Vietnamese independence, he initiated the American
involvement in Vietnam, although it could be argued that
the commitment was still reversible at his death.
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Mao Zedong

1893
1921
1934-5

1930545

1949

1950

1950-3
1960s
1972
1976

Born to a Chinese peasant family

Became a Communist

Established domination over Chinese
Communist Party

Simultaneously fought the Chinese
Nationalst Party (Guomindang) and
japanese

Established the People's Republic of China
in October

In June approved North Korean attack on
South Korea

Partiapated in Korean War
Sino-Soviet spit

Relations with US improved
Died

Background

Mao feit humiliated by China’s disorder and weakness
and believed China needed a great political and socal
revolution to become great again. He said that would
inevitably involve violence ('All power grows out of the
barrel of a gun'). A founder member of the Chinese
Communist Party, he led it from 1935, masterminded
the Communist victory over fiang Jieshi's Chinese

Nationalists in the civil war,
and established the People’s
Republic of China in 1949.

Achievements

During his ruthless dictatorship

over China (1949-76), Mao contributed greatly to
China's modernisation and emergence as a great power.
His brutal methods and ideological experiments have
been much criticised.

Significance in the Cold War

Mao was a very important factor in US involvement

in Asia. When China became Communist in 1949, the
United States began to switch its attention from Europe
to Asia as the storm centre of the Cold War. Mao gave
his assent to Kim Il Sung’s invasion of South Korea,
which triggered the Korean War. The American belief
that Mao and Stalin were behind this invasion helped
prompt the US intervention in Korea, which embittered
Sino-American relations for the next two decades. The
American conviction that Stalin and Mao were behind
the Vietnamese Communists helped bring about US
intervention in Vietnam.

Mao's refations with the Soviet Union were uneasy
from the very beginning, He was a nationalist first and a
Communist second, as demonstrated by his willingness
to improve refations with the USA in order to counter
the USSR after the Sino-Soviet split of the 1960s.




Starting Points

The Cold War originated in two processes that took place around the
turn of the twentieth.century, One was the transformation of the
United States and Russia into two supercharged empires with a grow-
ing sense of international mission. The other was the sharpening of
the ideological divide between capitalism and its critics, These came
together with the American entry into World War I and with the Rys-
sian Revolution of 1917, and the creation of a Soviet state as an alterna-
tive vision to capitalism. As a result of world war and depression, the
Saviet alternative attracted much support around the world, but it
also became a focus point for its enemies and rivals, By 1941, when
both the USSR and the United States entered World War I1, the Soviet
Union was internally more powerful than ever, but also more isolated
internationally, The wartime interaction between the Soviets, the
United States, and the greatest of the nineteenth-century powers,
Great Britain, would determine the future framework for interna-
tional relations,

While the Soviet Union ‘opposed world capitalism, the United
States became its leader, though under circumstances that no Euro-
Pean would have dreamed about a generation earlier. The history of

the world in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries is first

and foremost a history of the growth of American power, economi-

- ally, technologically, and militarily. In the fifty years between the
 American C

ivil War and World War I, the US gross domestic produgct
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(GDP) multiplied more than seven times. Tts steel production, which
in 1870 had been at only 5 percent of British levels, by 1013 was four
times that of Britain. By that year, the United States had the most in-
dustrial patents of any country in the world. The combination of tech-
nological change and abundant natural resources ¢created.a juggernaut
of capitalist development that, within a generation, would put all
competitors to shame.

Part of the US success was how its.massive economic power inter-
sected with the daily lives of American citizens. Other rising powers
in history had seen their rise mainly benefit their elites, while ordi-
nary people had to be satisfied with the scraps left at the table of em-
pire. The United States changed all that. Its economic rise created a
domestic consumer society that everyone could aspire to take part in,
including recent immigrants and African-Americans, who were oth-
erwise discriminated against and had little political influence. New
products offered status and convenience, and the experience of mo-
dernity through goeds produced by new technology defined what it
meant to be American: it was about transformation, a new beginning
in & country where resources and ideas fertilized each other through

their abundance.

In the late nineteenth century, concepts of uniqueness, mission,
and abundance came together to create a US foreign policy ideology
of great force and coherence. In its own mind, the United States was
different from other places: more modern, more.developed, and more
rational. Americans also felt an obligation toward the rest of the
European-dominated world to help re-create it in the US image. But
while few Americans doubted that the United States was a more ad-
vanced form of European civilization, they were divided about what
kind of power this advantage entitled them to. Some still believed in
the framework established by the American Revolution: that it was
the example set by US republicanism, thrift; and enterprise that would

affect the rest of the world and make peoples elsewhere want to restart
the European experience, the way Americans themselves had done.
Others believed that in a world of expanding empires the United

States had to lead from the front. Instead of only acting as an example
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it had to intervene to set the world i
. ervene: rld right; the worl .
American ideas but American power. 4 ———
s Emg w:.m power came together at the turn of the nn.nEQ with the
o mHMoQ in EM mvﬂuﬁ?goanmn War. Though the war lasted less
n tour months, the United States got a colonial empire
. . empire that in-
MEQ& m.un former Spanish possessions of the E_uEva._mp O:m_“
:Mﬂnmowao%%amouvﬂ The first US governor of the Philippines S.m..
ward Taft, made the islands an expetiment in ,
o what he saw as
an %Bmzn.mu type om. development; capitalism, education, modernity,
wn Mn .oursmmm. When elected US president in 1908, Taft stressed Em
h”m .Q& role C..m capital could play abroad, in the Caribbean, Central
.Q..,am. or Pacific Asia. But he also underlined the plentiful oppor-
tunities for US companies to earn money abroad and the govern-

ment’s &.ﬂg to protect them. Taft’s “dollar di
- Aai ar diplo : )
country’s global ascendance. plomacy” was a sign of his

m.n 1914 THE United States was a world power. But its leaders
still EHS.SE about their country’s role on the world m?mm mwMMM
mﬁ American purpose be effective intervention or mmm&ﬁ. insula-
tion? Was the main aim of American power to protect its own peopl
or save the world? These debates came together in President AWN vmo
row Wilson's decision to join World War I in 1017 Wilson v&.oo m
that part of the US mission was to help set the world right. His _mw -
82»& Mexico, where he intervened twice, was based o.s .mﬁ vw _nw
En. that it was in the interest of the United mﬁ&mm to push its movm_un -
aﬁmrcow.. toward constitutionalism and an American form of mMEMMHH
HMM M\(wwos.m &.a.sv_mngmm were entirely with the Allied Powers
o Moﬁnw W__nmwzgr. m_.wnnr. and Russians, fighting against Env.nau“
o Eﬂmiﬁuom by Germany and Austria-Hungary, What pushed him
| Ewém nM.MHBﬁ.H submarine warfare against international
f o een n..Czn& States and the Allied countries. In his
ation of war, Wilson promised to “vindicate the principles of

%M and u.c_wmnn in the life of the world as against selfish and auto-
.m.E.mb wHMMH .Ewm make the world “safe for democracy™ His rhetoric
- B America’s short war in Europe focused on the need to battle
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against chaos and unrest, and to preserve freedom, for men, for com-
merce, and for trade.

Wilson was the first southerner elected president since before the-
Civil War, and his views on race and the US mission reflected those
held by white men of his time. To the president, part of America’s
global task was to gradually improve ‘the ability of others to practice
democracy and capitalism. For this mission, Wilson thought in terms
of a clear racial hierarchy. White Americans and western Europeans
were already well suited for the task. Central, eastern, and southern
'Europeans had to be prepared for it. Latin Americans, Asians, and

Africans had to be enlightened and educated through guidance or
trusteeships until they could really start to take responsibility for their
own affairs. To Wilson, who was essentially a liberal internationalist,
the capacities to make rational political decisions and to make eco-
nomic decisions went together. Only those who had mastered the lat-
ter would master the former. The American role was to prepare the
world for a time when such decisions would universally be made, and
when a peaceful equilibrium would be promoted through trade and
free economic interaction. .

While the United States, at least in the eyes of most of its citizens,
came to fulfill the promise of capitalism and the market, Russia in the
late nineteenth century was for many about the negation of these val-
ues, Though business and industrial production expanded under Tsar
Nicholas IT’s reign (1894-1917), both the government and much of the
opposition attempted to find alternatives that would not take Russia
through the furnace of a market transformation. Throughout the

nineteenth century, the Russian Empire relentlessly expanded from
" eastern Europe to central Asia to Manchuria and Korea. Just as many
Americans believed in a continerital definition of their country, well
before any such possibility existed, many Russians felt their destiny
was to forge a dominion from sea to sea, from the Baltic and the Black

Sea to the Caspian and the Pacific. Empires such as Britain and France
might have expanded through sea power, but Russia aimed at creating -

a contiguous land empire, settled by its own people, in a territory al-
most twice the size of the continental United States.
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Fm.ﬁm this new Russia, old and new ideas wrestled for primac
moﬁ.ﬁEﬂnm they came together in surprising combinations. The aﬁw
advisers omg_mo&muﬁom the market as a pollution of the values that
upheld Russian-ness and empire: hierarchy, authenticity, em &wm
and nnmmmg. as well mm._aﬁawm and culture, were being _om.n in M m.aw '
zied search for material advantage. Even those who did not EEUE.M.
E.m tsar felt that natural, direct, genuine forms of personal Eﬁ.n»nmos
weére being lost, and might be replaced by inauthentic and foreign
ways of living. All of this fueled anticapitalist resistance in w.,zmﬁw vomr
oﬂ the H.amrﬂ wsm the Left in the years before World War L The few
Mnﬂm M&Sém in the ideas of liberal capitalism were often lost in the

In this anticapitalist chorus in Russia, the Social Democratic wﬁ.nw
stood out as one of the moverents that linked the w.BEnm to broader
trends in Eurape. Founded in 1898, the party’s _u.snwmnocua was in
Marxist thinking, which of course connected it to significant parts of
the labor movement in Germany, France, and E%kﬁnm.»% before its
Second Congress, in 1903, the tsar’s police had driven most of the So-
cial Democratic leaders into exile abroad. And so the Second Con-
gress convened in London, where the party split into two factions, the
“majority” (Bolsheviks in Russian) msm_anmuoaq_, Agnsm_r,miw_mv .ﬂun
%E was as much personal as political, Many party membets _Hn.mm.uam
Bm. personal control that Lenin, now the head of the Bolsheviks, was
MHMM to Sammroén the party organization, The split nouﬁcﬁmm to

among the tsar’ i

o m \¢ tsar's opponents. Lenin was not a man of easy
Since well before the London Congress, Lenin had sustained:his
followers on dreams of a Russian revolution and the conquest of mﬂ.&o
mos.ﬁ. mm was born Vladimir Illich Ulianov in 1870, into a liberal
wMEMMoG family E a town five hundred miles east of Moscow, The
.%M&. wﬂgﬂ ”w his young life came in 1887, His older brother, Alek-
mymﬁn. o M“M,Hou of a Left-wing terrorist group that planned to assas-
» was arrested and executed, Vladimir soon joined a

radical student association and read voraciously not just in Russian

but in German, French, and English. In 1897 he was arrested and
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banished to Siberia, where he took his nom de guerre, Lenin, from the
river Lena. Living in a peasant’s hut under police surveillance for
thiee years, he read, wrote, and organized. In his first major published
work, What Is to Be Done?, from 1902, he quotes an 1852 letter from
the German socialist Ferdinand Lassalle to Marx: “Party struggles
lend a party strength and vitality; the greatest proof of a party’s weak-
ness is its diffuseness and the blurring of clear demarcations; a party
becomes stronger by purging itself* Released from exile, Lenin was
ready for battle.

THE PIRST OPENING for the Russian revolutionaries came very un-
expectedly. In 1905, the Russian empire lost its war against Japan, and
mwm shock of defeat set off massive antigovernment -demonstrations
in Moscow and St. Petersburg. In the capital the socialist Lev Bron-
shiein, who called himself Trotsky, led an autonomous workers’
council (a soviet), which. opposed the autharities, All the Russian
opposition demanded free elections and the introduction of some
form of parliamentary democracy. ‘The tsar gave in to a few of the
demands, but he and his advisers tried to control the government
and steer it away from a dependence on the new elected parliament,
the Duma. The Bolsheviks participated in‘the 1905 events, but Lenin
did not believe in elections as the road to socialism. Combined, the
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks never gained more than 5 percent of
elected representatives.

The wider world around the turn of the century was in a state of
increasing social and political tension. New conflicts were gradually
gnawing away at the optimistic European vision of a future imbued by
scientific rationalism, gradual progress, and new opportunities, The
economic crisis of 1893 had hit particularly hard in the United States,
with increases in unemployment and decreases in-working-class in-

come that were to last for several years. While more territory.in Af-

rica and Asia was being colonized in a relentless hunt for resources,

markets, and prestige, the first organized anticolonial movements ap- =
peared in India, South Africa, southeast Asia, and the Middle East.
But in spite of this dissonance, which led to increased class conflict
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and EE&.E&&QS, the concept of a better tomorrow held fast'i
Europe and in the Buropean offshoots elsewhere, There had been Mn
all-European war for close to a hundred years, and most peo: ~.o m.mo
sumed 9&. rational thinking, commitment to people’s ?o_mﬁm L
economic Eaanvgmnbnm would prevent one in the future ﬂﬁ. ;
century would surely get a few hiccups, but the overall mmw t =
ress was linear and permanent, .
1914 ngnm& all of that. As they marched their young men off to
smwu. European elites began a form of collective suicide that would
kill off many of them and deprive those still left of much of thei
ﬁw&& and their position in the world. World War I was the be =
ning of a thirty-year European civil war that would give rise to Em“”“
lutions, new states, economic dislocation, and destruction on a scale
that hobody at the start of 1914 would have thought possible. Mo
than .mmmg SE.mos died in World War I, most of them ‘mE“o 2”
men in their prime. More than twenty-one million were Socbﬂ&
In France, GDP declined by 40 percent; in Germany by more Emm
wﬁmm. 5.2. The Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires vanished.
EM_ h”.w. introduced the rationing of food for the first time in its
.w& worse than the physical effects of total war were its psycho-
Gmdnm_ consequences. A whole generation of Europeans Hoﬁumm that
killing, destroying, and hating your neighbors were H.mm&ﬁ normal
aspects of life, and that the moral certainties of the Esﬁom“:r cen-
.EQ were mainly empty phrases. They learned to distrust the exist-
ing order, which had led them into a war that had no victors and
“,wzo purpose. After the battle of the Somme in 1916, oum.woc”o
_..»MMHM“” MH&M.E his diary: “It was life rather than death Ewm
- M E.wsno. as I grew into a state of not-thinking,
moBmm nmu. not-seeing, at Men passed me by, carrying other men,
e nﬂw um. M.B% cursing, mw:.sm silent. They were all shadows, and
% ?EM SM T m.s .m_m% Living or dead, all were unreal. . . . Past
- re naE.&mSE and unattainable, throwing no bridge of
across the gap that separated me from my.remembered .self

- and from all that I hoped to grasp.”

25



THE COLD WAR

It was the World War I generation who went on fo shape the Cold
‘War. All the elements of the Great War were in it: fear, uncertainty,
the need for something to believe in, and the demand to create a bet-
ter world. The desperation created by total war in Europe and the fear
that it would spread to much of the rest of the globe was in the minds-
of all those who experienced it, regardless of where they experienced
it. Major Clement Attlee, later British prime minister, fought in Tur-
key and Iraq. Captain Harry Truman fought in the important
Meuse-Argonne offensive, Second Lieutenant Dwight D. Eisenhower
trained soldiers for the front, Konrad Adenauer, later West German
chancellor, was mayor of war-stricken Cologne, Germany’s
fourth-largest city, Joseph Stalin, who created the Soviet Union, casti-
gated the war from his revolutionary exile in Siberia. Ho Chi Minh,
the Vietnamese Cold War revolutionary, saw France reduced and
formed his country’s first independence movement. They all grew out
of the disasters of World War L.

The Communist challenge to the capitalist world system also
started with the Great War, The war split Social Democratic parties
everywhere into prowar and antiwar camps. Some Social Democrats
supported the war efforts out of a sense of obligation to the nation,
But in Germany, France, Italy, and Russia, minority socialists, includ-
ing the Russian Bolsheviks, condemned the fighting as a conflict be-
tween different groups of capitalists. Karl Liebknecht, the only
socialist who voted against the war in the German parliament, bravely
argued that “this war, which none of the peoples involved desired, was
not started for the benefit of the German or of any other people. It is

an imperialist war, a war for capitalist domination of world markets
and for the political domination of important colonies in the interest

of industrial and financial capital”
Revolutionaries such as Liebknecht and Lenin contended that sol-

diers, workers, and peasants had more in common with their brothers -

on the other side than with their superior officers and the capitalists

behind the lines, The war was between robbers and thieves, for which &
ordinary people had to suffer. Capitalism itself produced war and 388
would produce more wars if it was not abolished. The answer, the S
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ultra- oclai
SEM._EMM awgn“HMnM. Was a transnational form of revolution, in
_ ers turned their weapons on their .
E..sn& their comrades across the trenches, e
Sﬁqwm. Great War jump-started the destinies of the two future Cold
i vm.auosﬁ.m.. It made the United States the global &s_uonw.s ,
5 apitalism mnm it made Russia a Soviet Union, a permanent nwwwﬁ
Mwm to the capitalist world, The outcome of the oohE& 92&2..
M~ cnrmcqw& the Oo_m War as an international system, 38.50:. M
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' RM.MMH Mw vm_mmﬁﬂ& empire that set the course for the _oum.mmﬁ con-
[ rentieth century, through the state i -
the impact it had elsewhere, S ——
- .H”m Balshevik takeover jn Russia omi_n.conmnmm the empire, a war
time ally wm E..»Snn and Britain, was weakened by the war. As H. 17 b .
mw: the Enm.so: at the front was dismal, with :c.&,aoémz si N\de.. _
ms MM& a”%wm”.ﬁos Wwas tarnished among the population vonm:mﬂ n..m wM
port of the war. When the Russian monarchy { s
Tevolution in March 1917, the infl he Belbortks e s
; ; uence of the Bolsheviks imi
But the liberal-socialist coaliti e lior
: ition that came to power’ :
7 i power after the revoly-
mn”“nmu_h moﬂ wnm E.w war or deal with its catastrophic economic Mq.
i 8 slogan “Land, Bread, Peace;’ as well as his populari
3 sw. &r&. socialists vnnmﬁm of his opposition to the war, incre ;M
@:MM “ﬂn& MS@. In November 1917, with the provisional mn.vﬁ_ﬁh“w:
weakened through infighting, the Bolsheviks v::& offa coup

.HKH..

m- ol
) ¢tat and took power in Petrograd (St. Petersburg) and Moscow,

._,.HWMMMSVQ wﬂ,&:mo? which, following the old Russian calen
¢ Bolshevik term for thejr November nn,Ew. began a pro-

hd transformation of Russia. In 1018 the Bolsheviks chased out the

i nwwnnw i i Y
\ siected constitutiona] assembly and established the Russian Socialist

ederati . . oee]
“ative Soviet Republic. The civil war that followed, between the
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Bolsheviks' Red Army and a multifaceted anti-Bolshevik White Army,
killed two million people. The Bolsheviks gradually, and very surpris-
ingly, even to themselves, were able to turn the military tide to their
advantage; In 1922 the Russian Soviet republic became the ceriterpiece
fof the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), a federation of six-
teen republics carved out from the former empire, all ruled by the
‘Bolsheviks. Lenin's followers, who. now called themselves Commu-
nists, won the war because they had genuine support in the popula-
tion, most of whom did not want to go back to"the discredited old
imperial state. Liberals and socialists, who had praovided many of the
leaders in the struggle against Lenin’s coup, had to depend on tsarist
officers for military support, and that cost them much esteem in the
eyes of the population.

The Bolsheviks' coming to power horrified elites in the countries
that had been Russia’s allies in World War I, To them, the Bolsheviks
were a nightmare within a bad dream: not only did Lenin end Russia’s
war against Germany, he proclaimed that the supreme aim of his state
was revolution in all Buropean countries, preferably by violence, as
had happened in Petrograd, The allies intervened in the Russian civil
war at first to help those non-Bolsheviks wha wanted te continue to
fight against Germany and Austria-Hungary, But the intervention
soon became directed against the Bolshevik regime itself. The foreign

forces remained in place after the European war ended in 1018. Their,

Russian protégés were militarily unreliable and politically weak, and
the interventions ultimately had little effect. But they did convince
new recruits to the Bolshevik cause that the capitalist world would
not hesitate to use arms against them if given a chance. Lenin’s regime
could now rightly call itself the defender of Russia against foreigners.

THE END OF the war saw the United States as the main economic

and political power in the world. It alone held a surplus of credit and

industrial supplies. The war also ended with the United States as the

world’s foremost moral authority in politics, In his Fourteen Points,
describing American war aims and peace terms, President Wilson
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the assembly line, pioneered by Henry Ford in Detroit, objectified
output and linked man and machine. Fordism, meaning synchroniza-
tion, precision, and specialization in production, also spread to other
spheres of life, and the technological approach to organization was
taken up notjust by western European liberals, but by Fascists, Nazis,
and Soviet Communists.® But the Americanization of Europe went
further than the assembly line in advanced production, Attitudes and
ideals were also gradually changing. The concept of holding a job with
regular hours and regular pay was foreign to most Europeans at the
turn of the century. Even for those who worked in industry, older,
more paternalistic mores applied, as did rules set by guilds or home-
town associations, Aristocrats never held a job, of course, but neither
did the peasants and laborers over whom they lorded. Europe had
been changing in this sense for a very long time. But the American-
ization of the post-1018 era capped the turn toward a market economy
with distinctive US characteristics. -
'The rapid change created by war and its effects gave rise to an ex-
traordinary climate of fear among many people in Europe and else-
where. The most destructive of these fears centered on individual or
national humiliation and destitution. It was claimed that radicals,
Jews, capitalists, Communists, or neighboring states were out to ex-
ploit those who had already suffered and sacrificed in the Great War
and its aftermath, In Europe the fear gave rise to nationalist authori-
tarian movements such as Fascism and Nazism. But it also created
new forms of antirevolutionary thinking that focused on the threat
that Communism and the Russian revolution posed to religion, indi-
vidual liberty, and social advancement through self-improvement. In
the United States, the Red Scare of 1919-20 led to arrests and deporta-
tions of suspected radicals, restrictions on the freedom of speech, and

federal assistance for employers to break strikes and workers’ protests.

In 1920, Seattle’s mayor, Ole Hanson, embodied the Scare:

With syndicalism—and its youngest child, bolshevism—thrive mur- =

der, ape, pillage, arson, free love, poverty, want, starvation, filth,
slavery, autocracy, suppression, SOrrow and Hell on earth, It is a class
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government om. the unable, the unfit, the untrained: of the scum, of
En dregs, of the cruel, and of the failures. Freedom disappears MWM
érty emigrates, universal suffrage is abolished, progress ceases H“_ -
hood and ioamuroon_ are destroyed, decency and fair mmmm.b g-
mowmo#mu. and a militant minority, great only in their mm_m.nownww X
n&anﬁaﬁm under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat a greater .
anny than ever existed under czar, emperor, or potentate,” -

In ».En C.Eﬁ& States and Britain, liberalism split under the pres-
sure of war and radical challenges. In ways similar to what would hap-

pen after World War II, many liberals joined with conservatives in a

M.ﬂ% o_m antirevolutionary activism. Winston Churchill, in 1920 still a
iberal member of Parliament, said, “In ity th
» said, “In every city there are small
_ums% of eager men and women, watching with hungry eyes any
c ~§8. 8. make a general overturn in'the hopes of profiting them-
selves in the confusion, and these miscreants are fed by Bolshevist
MMNMM&» . They are ceaselessly endeavoring by propagating the doc ,
of communism, by preaching violent revoluti i :
: p . evolution, by inflamin
&mno.agr to ‘ﬁ.,mmﬁ us with their disease.”® Only a few liberal mw,ovnnm,
awwﬁsmm. While criticizing the methods the Bolsheviks used, the
MH %mow_.”nn wmﬁmmba Russell believed that “the heroism of wcm&w has
~m ment hopes: m .moH. Russell, in the early years of the Russian Rev-
0 quMHMg E.m vo%:z.&% for a better world explained its attractiveness
. mooan :Mﬁmri” years, many people felt a great betrayal. Instead h.vm
‘ » their countries’ elites had given them war. Inst i
, : . Instead of in-
Mm%nw o_.uvog? they got unemployment and more exploitation, In
colonies, many local leaders concluded that the war and the subse
.M”M”“ Mnosoga M%nm proved that the Europeans only cared mwoﬁ
ves, not about progress for those th ed ov
‘ . se they ruled overseas. Sovi
Communism seemed a viable alternative to war, destitution, wu% MMHH

Pression. The new Communist International organization (the Third

International; or the Comi

_ KLMMMHM. or the .OoSSﬂQ.E. set up by Lenin in 1919, included

Enwo~%o&wo§==~mﬂ parties in many countries, constructed after
model. It defined national Communist parties agv_w as

branches i
: of the Comintern, under a strong, centralized, Soviet
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leadership. Ho Chi Minh, the Vietnamese anticolonial activist who
would eventually lead North Vietnam, wrote, “At first, patriotism, not
yet Communism, led me to have confidence in Lenin, in the Third In-
ternational. Step by step, along the struggle, by studying Marxism-
Leninism parallel with participation in practical activities, I gradually
came ypon the fact.that only Socialism and Communism can liberate
the oppressed nations and the working people throughout the world
from slavery”*® The voice of Communist revolution, wrote the Norwe-
gian poet Rudolf Nilsen, called out to “burning hearts” everywhere:

Yes, give me the best from amongst you, and I shall give you all.
No one can know till victory is mine how much to us shall fall,
Maybe it means we shall save our earth.

To the best goes out my call,"

The call of the Comintern was heard throughout a world that was
tired of war and colonial oppression. Most Communist parties began
small and formed alliances with other, larger movements. For exam-
ple, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), founded in 1921, worked
with the Guomindang, the National People’s Party, a much bigger na-
tionalist group founded in 1919 by the physician and revolutionary
Sun Yat-sen. In Iran, where an ill-fated Soviet republic had been set
up in the north in 1920, the Communist Party was forced under-
ground, where its members concentrated on setting up trade unions |
and urban organizations. In South Africa, its Communist Party, also
founded in 1921, appealed “to all South African workers, organized
and unorganized, white and black, to join in promoting the overthrow |
of the capitalist system and-outlawry of the capitalist class, and the
establishment of a Commonwealth of Workers throughout the |

World.™ It later worked within the African National Congress (ANC)

and provided many of the leaders in the struggle against apartheid.
The Comintern linked all of these parties together and, gradually,
helped turn them into instruments of Soviet foreign policy, But the
Communist International had an influence that went beyond just the
Communist parties themselves. The first global anti-imperial
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Hungarian Soviet Republic went down in flames in the face of invad-
ing Romanian troops supported by France and Britain, Preaccupied
with its own civil war, the USSR could do nothing to help. By the early
1920s it. was clear that no other Communist revolutions would mo:.os
that in Russia, at least not anytime saon. But the deep enmity of the.
victorious powers against the Soviet Union would remain. The out-
look seemed bleak for Moscaw’s new rulers.

Even so, the Communists gradually managed to stabilize the So-
viet government, albeit in a different form from what they had first
thought. After Lenin's death in 1924, the party organization was led by
Tosif Dzhugashvili, a Georgian Communist who called himself Stalin,
the “man of steel” Born in 1878 in a small town in rural Georgia, Sta-
lin had very little formal education, From the age of twenty-one, he
worked for Lenin and his party, specializing in the most dangerous
jobs such as bank robberies and occasional assassinations. By 1922,
Stalin had become general secretary of the Communist Party, mean-
ing head of the central party administration. Six years later he had
defeated all his political rivals to become uncontested master of the
party and the Soviet state. While doing so, Stalin and his followers
had probably saved the government they represented. How did they
do this? They could rely on the abundant naturel and human re-
sources of the former empire. They had the organizational ability of
the Communist Party to use those resoiirces, They employed central-
ized power and economic and social planning for greater efficiency.

Finally, they used terror against enemies, real and imagined. Stalin’s
aim was a totalitarian society, in which everyone followed one will
and one set of aims in pursuit of socialist construction, And although
he never entirely managed to build such a society, the state that had
Stalin as its leader seemed an impressive machine to friends and foes
alike, ,

“The human cost of Stalin’s state-building was immense. Lenin
had set a bloody pattern by executing at least one hundred thousand

people without any form of judicial process.® Most were killed sim-

ply because they were “class enemies” or had worked for the old re-
gime. Lenin had also instituted the one-party dictatorship and -
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"The Soviet Union was not the only.collectivist challenger to liberal
capitalism in the interwar years. In Italy, the Fascists, headed by
Benito Mussolini, claimed that their combination of nationalism and
socialism was the way forward. In Munich in 1923, just four years after
the defeat of the Bavarian Soviet Republic, a young German extrem-
ist, Adolf Hitler, tried to grab power on ‘behalf of his Nazi Party. Hitler
failed at first, but his party built on its extreme nationalism, anticapi-
talism, and anti-Semitism to present an alternative both to the liberal
Weimar Republic and its Communist challengers. In the 1928 elec-
tions the Nazis still got less than 3 percent of the vote. After the world-
wide economic crisis hit Germany, with 40 percent tnemployment
and inflation spiraling out of control, in 1030 the Nazis got 18 percent
and two years later 37 percent, making them by far the biggest party
in the country. Hitler took over the German government in 1933 and
made the country a one-party state, like the Soviet Union and Italy. A
number of eastern European, Asian, and Latin American countries
also moved toward one-party dictatorships. By the mid-1930s, it
seemed that not only capitalism but also political pluralism were dead
or dying everywhere except in Britain and its dominions, and in the
United States.

The new one-party states formed a collectivist challenge to capi-
talist ideals, Though they shared a disdain for individual freedom and
demecratic practices, for the bourgeoisie, and for Social Democratic
mass parties, they saw each other as worst enemies because each as-
pired to exterminate any rival ideology on its territory and because,
for most of them, their nationalisms ‘were constructed in opposition
to the nationalisms of their neighbors. The exception to the latter was

the Soviet Union, which under Stalin constructed a very peculiar

form of national identity, idealizing the: Soviet state as the natural
“homeland” of workers everywhere while also drawing on symbols of

the Russian past to gain support at home. Communism was funda- &
mentally different from Fascist and Nazi ideologies in this sense: il 85
spite of Stalin's visibly prioritizing the Soviet state, Communist ideol==

ogy was internationalist, not nationalist, It was authoritarian and

ruthless, while at the same time appealing to global solidarity and
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social justice. Communists in Europe and ;
socte 1 elsewhere were o
s _mu ﬂmﬂ”ﬂwﬁ MMMsMw& Eummmmr opponents of Fascist &QMMM
e o o by ies, while refusing to speak out against op-
" As i asci
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Sacial Uogoﬂmgc Mm .wwﬂwmmmm“mwmﬁwﬂﬁﬂﬁg e
there was really no .&mﬂgg vmgnn.n Mmﬂ_w MMWM “M«Mnérmnn E&.
ocrats such m.m the liberal Gustav Stresemann ou.,ma moQM_H Wg o
mmnwmbu Miiller. However unreasonable this _ams was o
munists were willing to follow it. Young German moam__ Wcmn o
m_mnr as Herbert Frahm (who during the Cold War became nﬂaoﬂ.mﬂm.
o <<.omﬁﬁ Germany Ean,n the name Willy Brandt); nosmmBum%mm 9..
.Ecmcm mﬁmnwm on the other parties of the Left and blamed th oB.-
Ws&ﬂnnﬂw assisting Hitler's rise. The German Communist Party, o”HEmH.
nwm M.Mwn MM HM_@ Wcm&nm thousand members and one WE&M& rep-
S et ..w ) a_.nwm».mm. manw with Stalin’s views, summarized by
 —— Ln% Mnss isa BE@: organization of the bourgeoisie
i support .om Social Democracy. Social Democra
gively the moderate wing of Fascism.™ il
mmaMwm h“ﬁ%mﬂoum tensions rose in the mid-1930s, Stalin consoli-
- h nrn noBEE.uE Party and the Soviet state. He was
i .w“bm.n %Hmm., but in his m,c.mmmn»ocm ‘mind he convinced
. s that there were large-scale plots afoot to under--
s.ro o mna”mw ﬁ%uﬁ w.oB. within the USSR, Stalin turned on all
i .nun to him. Arresting, deporting, or executing
i ﬁmbnn:nm was of course nothing new in the Soviet
m#nnﬁmm »m&umﬂmmn 19308 O.nm& Purge, as it became goiﬂ. was &mm
o C M_Mﬂacwaﬁ Party Bmﬁvnum,. By 1937 nobody was
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e mm:u regime, stw times that number died during
e .w_ erate starvation, overwork in labor camps, or
g ill-treatment during large-scale deportations.
rested were almost all of the original leaders of the
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Bolshevik party. It was as if Stalin's rule could not be safe unless all
Eomn‘s&o&un been witness to his rise were eliminated. Nikolai
Bukharin, who had been Lenin's favorite colleague, was arrested and
executed in 1938. After having been tortured and, presumably, out of a
perverted loyalty to the party he had helped found, Bukharin agreed
to sign a confession written in part by Stalin himself: “ am guilty of
treason to the socialist fatherland, the most heinous of possible
crimes, of the organization of kulak uprisings, of preparations for ter-
rorist acts and of belonging to an underground, anti-Soviet organiza-
tion. . . . The extreme gravity of the crime is obvious, the political
responsibility immense, the legal responsibility such that it-will justify
the severest sentence. The severest sentence would be justified, be-
cause a man deserves to be shot ten times over for such crimes.™
The Moscow trials did little to dampen the faith of Communists
elsewhere. Most of them believed in Stalin's claims: that he had saved
the USSR from attacks by its enemies. In Ea.mﬁ»s.zr Civil War, Com-
munists from all over the world met up to help fight the forces of
General Francisco Franco, With the help of Hitler and Mussolini,
Pranco was trying to unseat the constitutional government in Spain
and set up a Pascist dictatorship. Tt was not only Communists who
offered their help to the Spanish government; anarchists, trade union-
ists, and Social Democrats joined, too. But the democratic powers re-
fused to get involved, and soon Franco's forces were on the march
toward Madrid. In the spring of 1039, the final resistance was crushed.

But before that happened the Communists had had a complete -

falling-out with the other internationalists in Spain. Following Stalin

instructions, the Soviet advisers spent as much time organizing Com-

‘munists to fight against Social Democrats, anarchists, and (suspected)
Trotskyists in Spain as they spent on fighting Franco. The experience

of the lost war against Franco taught Communists and Social Demo-

crats much about what divided them. But it also taught both that Brit-
ain, France, and the United States were unlikely to stand up to Hitler

except in the most extreme circumstances.

The latter half of the 19308 is rightly called the age of appeasement.
Britain had lost its leading role, and its elite' was not inclined 105
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nowmwoa the buildup of Hitler's power. France was militarily weak and
WM?MMuW M“SM&. The United States had no ‘appetite for mmngmmﬁ
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using unprecedented methods of i ; s
. planning and govern
3 Py ment regula-
on 1o provide relief and stabilize the economy. In his B&Mﬂmm .

FDR dr i :
. m.s on great American campaigns from the past: the progres-
8 are mavement at the turn of the century and the mobiliza

on M%MM ”M Cw monmmaw .6 fight World War 1. The New Deal was a
. mnm.& political intensity, intended to jump-start the
% mv&w %&:._m m._nov_n back to work. Roosevelt’s intention was

. 8 _ capitalism, but to use the state to strengthen it so that
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its critics both on the Right and the Left could be outplayed and
outnumbered. .

Roosevelt’s policies divided America. Most supported him, and he

won four presidential elections in a row. But a vocal minority detested
his policies and saw them as socialist and authoritarian. His foreign
policy was equally contentious. Right after becoming president in
1033, FDR had established diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union.
Much was made of this at the time (and later) by both the president’s
enemies and friends, but in fact Roosevelt did little beyond what Brit-
ain, France, and even Germany and Italy had done a long time before:
recognize the Soviet regime as 2 reality that would not soon.go away.
By the late 19308, FDR understood that Nazi Germany was the great-
est threat to international H,uom.nm, but he had to work hard to get US
public opinion to accept that German aggression might also be-a
threat to the United States. A massive majority of Americans, 95 per-
cent in 1936, thought that the United States should stay out of any war
in Burope.’® The memory of US intervention in World War I, which
most people regarded as a failed crusade, hung heavy over FDR’s for-
eign policy. .

Knowing that at least some western leaders would gladly sacrifice
the USSR to German aggression, Stalin made the move that would
unleash World War IL. In August 1939 he signed a treaty of nonag-
gression with the enemy he feared most, Adolf Hitler. The pact was
not just about not attacking each other. It was also about dividing

parts of eastern Europe between the two dictators: western Poland :

went to Hitler, while the pact allowed Stalin to invade eastern Po-
land, Finland, the Baltic states, and Romania. Even if the details of

the unlikely compact were not fully known at the time, the deal be-
tween the two archenemies led to incredulous and furious reactions
all over the world, “Whatever the agreement means;” editorialized’
the New. York Times, “it is not peace; it serves only to aggravaie the |
crisis™ Hitler attacked Poland on 1 September. Two' days later, be-
cause of their defense agreement with the Poles, Britain and France.
declared war on Germany. On 17 September, the Soviets moved into)

m.ofa. from the east.
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nmmww MHJMM» bm«@ European war seemed so slow-moving that it got
ony War. Both sides were wary of th ;
fices the World War I offensi eibimtate = K
ensives had demanded. Stalin stubb
. . anded. ornl
WWMMMMO n,m»”u in mowM his pact with Hitler, even though there MMHM
warnings that the Nazis were prepari v
. g paring an attack on the So-
MM Union. The new 4.<mn the vozhd told his followers, was “between
Tin groups of .nmw:&_mﬁ countries—(poor and rich as regards n,ch
Mawnm. raw nmwﬁsﬁm., E&. so forth)—for the re-division of the world. . .
! e see Mo ing wrong in their having a good, hard fight and %mmwm.u.u..
ing eac moﬁmﬁ e Next time, we'll urge on the other side”® In Em.
mnMEm of 1940, eight months after it broke out, the Phony War ended
wun M:_w mnm_ one began as Q.maaub forces occupied the Netherlands
gm Zo gium, vuo._ﬁ through the French lines, and attacked Denmark
»w:.SEQSNM m_w.ﬁwnn capitulated on 18 June, For an agonizing wmmn ,
ritain wo e left alone to face a Nazi Ge . :
. i . that dominated
the continent. For the British, as for T .
: tish, most people in German- i
Europe, the Soviets seemed to be.on the German side. i
Swmmm” Mwmaagﬁm everywhere the pact between Moscow and Berlin
g ﬂM ; %,mwwuﬂm test of their faith. Most stuck with the Soviet ver
ion: that World War II, like World War I, was a s
. : between capitalis
robbers and thieves, in which Co i o Bk
. 2 mmunists had no part. The pioneeri
folk singer Woody Guthrie, then derlicind
. ¥ a Communist sympathi ing in
g ; , pathizer working in
mﬂw_&%a_w_m.: M«Ma mm& MHMB. his first radio job for refusing to noH_MMWS
.? But for French, Dutch, Czech, or Norwegi ini
who saw their societies take th : e
e full brunt of the Nazi occupati
'y € tion, the
MMMS @.ﬁ wﬁ..m to keep up. On the coast of Norway, moEM Commu-
no_S_oE& with .o&mn Leftists to fight the German v,nnmmbn.n. “Out
. 5&8:& again become free,” they declared in July 1940 aEmE.
against the forces of darkness, which want to destroy our national inde-

‘pendence, to tie our people down as slaves, and to abolish the rights we

g . . E

ve gained through hard struggle”* But the Communist Party leader-

The Bulgarian Communist Georgi

- Mn _w.mm.m .om the Comintern, instructed the French OoBBnM

3 o at &_m is not a war of democracy against fascism; this is an
reactionary war on the part of both France and Germany.
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In this war a position of national defense is not a correct one for the
French Communists.™ Stalin even sent German Communists, who
had fled Hitler’s oppression, back to prison in Germany, because he
wanted to show his good faith to Hitler
Hitler, however, had never wavered in his long-term plan to attack
and destroy the Soviet Union. But he needed to find the right time for
violating his treaty with Moscow. In the summer of 1941, with most of
Europe occupied, Britain isolated, and no signs of a direct American
involvement in the war, Hitler deemed that the moment had come.
On 22 June 1941, 117 German divisions crossed into Soviet territory,
~and the Nazi air force devastated Soviet airfields, Stalin was so
shocked that for hours he refused to believe he was facing an all-out
German offensive.® On 29 June, he growled to his closest comrades,
“Lenin founded a great state, and we fucked it up;* The German at-
tack continued. By November 1941 Hitler's troops conquered Belorus-
the Baltic states, and western Ukraine. Theylaid siege to Leningrad

sig,
or Petrograd) and stood less than six miles

(formerly St. Petersburg,
from Moscow.

The years since 1914 had turned many things upside down. Wotld
War 1 had devastated Europe and opened up a set of challenges from
‘radical anticapitalist movements that wanted to transform the world
in a collectivist direction.
brewing. The United States had become the world’s most powerful

country; but, except in an economic sense, it was uncertain of its

global role. The ideological Cold War, Communism versus capitalism,

had intensified, but it had not yet created a bipolar international sys-
tem of opposing states. By 1941 it was Nazi Germany, driven by an
aggressive nationalist ideology,
state of affairs. But while the Germans had reached most of their Eu-
ropean objectives,
USSR out of the war, 'The two holdouts,
were in ideological orientation, would now make an alliance of con=
venience that would defeat their wartime enemies and redraw the
map of the werld. _
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In the colonial countries; resistance was

that seemed to benefit most from this

they had not managed to knock Britain and the')
diametrically opposed as thef’

Tests of War

World War IT, which lasted s
) ed six years, set the fram
s framews ‘

HMVHM M%E War. For much of the war, the mo&mao .HM_MoWWMMM .
- Mwm_wm were allies. But the defeat of their 85.88 a”maw e
. Hnw. : Wwam& H_»vmeBm&: that the conflict between noEM.l
e ,uunmwa M._ moSQ G:SP and its opponents, led by the Gs:.wm
- ! .=2< central focys of world politics, The d i

atus and influence of the two main - . the ..wgaﬁs
pires, first the French and then the British led anms p e

E N
becoming by far the world’s-most powerful country. .MHMM”MM v mﬁ&mw
e ome o

World War II assured An
1 : merican global h .
U . : bal hegemony, w: ;
&M__ME and the Communist parties it had ins :.&«V &
enge remaining, pirec as

While it is important to u;
: to understand the
creating th . - role of World W .
8 the Cold War international system, it is equally mavomﬂ M ; H_M
u no

the only major

| toreduce that great war onl
T | e Y to a prelude fi
~ aUs ; : or what was t
. perspective, World War II was B o come, From
‘serman and Jap y about defeating

gammwsm.o..
. _Ea_w Mmmmwws often %WMMW.S_“%H“HHH“W:“H “sMoﬁwﬂ\wﬁ el
k.. mcm“MoMuM& the USSR could be allies in World SﬁﬂHM.H“m“ Ma
- Ecm:& M two a.%nn accidental allies in a global war broy rﬂ
il M”wom. In June 1941 Germany had attacked ms

B A er Japan attacked the United States. Th
etween the USSR, the United States, 0

and Great
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