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Dear parent/carer, 

I’m delighted to let you know that we are about to launch our recruitment for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE). Please find attached the information that was shared at our information evening last week – apologies for the delay in responding if you requested this last week, I have been inundated with emails! Following on from the meeting last week it is a popular opportunity for our cohorts this year. I am trying to secure additional dates to be able to offer places to as many students as possible. At this time please read through all the information with your son or daughter, make sure they have understood the commitment and expectations of the award, and if they wish to take part complete the forms linked below.

As I am waiting for date confirmation, no payment will be taken at this time and should we have more interest than available spaces we will firstly prioritise Year 10 students as Year 9 will have another opportunity next year and following this use a randomised selection process.

The commitment needed to complete the Duke of Edinburgh award is more than just the expedition. Young people must commit to practicing a skill, completing a physical activity and volunteering in the local community for 1 hour per week each for 3-6 months. The award is only given at the end if all sections have been completed. 

Your son/daughter must be available for the dates listed below:

	Regular Meetings 
Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30pm 
	*Ridgeline Adventure Training Session & Practice Walk
	*Overnight Expedition Trip

	20th October 2026
	Friday 20th November 2026
	Thursday 15th July 2027

	10th November 2026
	3pm – 7.30pm
	8.30am at LHS

	19th January 2027
	Venue: LHS only
	Return Friday 16th July 2027

	9th March 2027
	Saturday 21st November 2026
	4pm at Woolhampton

	20th April 2027
	10am – 4pm
	

	18th May 2027
	Circular walk from LHS
	

	22nd June 2027
	
	



*These dates are currently subject to change as I am working with Ridgeline to see if we can accommodate more students.

Why do DofE? 
Doing DofE is a brilliant way for your young person to discover just how much they are capable of. It gives young people the chance to make new friends, follow their passions, learn new skills and make a difference in our community. Gaining a DofE Award is a great way to impress employers too. 
It’s also non-competitive and a powerful way for every young person to build belief in themselves, whatever their background, interests and abilities. 

How it works 
There are three levels of DofE Award – Bronze, Silver and Gold. To achieve the awards, your child will need to complete four sections – Volunteering, Physical, Skills and the Expedition. 
Students can choose what they would like to do for the first three sections, and we will provide all the guidance and support they need. The Expedition involves spending two days and one nights in the countryside, and again we’ll make sure that our young people are fully prepared for it. 

Next steps 
Please complete the form linked here with your child’s details and your permission for them to participate. This must be completed by Friday 9th October at which point places will be confirmed in time for the first student meeting on Tuesday 20th October.

Furthermore, we would like students to complete a short questionnaire explaining why they would like to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh award and what they hope to gain from the experience. These responses will also be taken into consideration should we be oversubscribed so please check in with your son/daughter that they have completed it. They will find the link to complete the form on Satchel.

We hope many of our students will take this opportunity to get involved with DofE. The total cost is £240 per person. Following the sign-up process and selection of students a payment plan will be set up via Parentmail and a further letter of payment breakdown will be sent out. If your child is interested in taking part but the cost is prohibitive, please do speak to me as we may be able to arrange financial support. We have arranged a support package for our pupil premium students and there are further funding opportunities via the Duke of Edinburgh.

I’m the DofE Manager for Little Heath School, so if you think your son/daughter might be interested or have any questions, do get in touch. 

Thank you for your support. I hope you’ll agree that the DofE is the perfect way for your child to feel ready for anything.







Jaz Crawley

DofE Manager 
Head of Design & Technology
jcrawley@littleheath.org.uk
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