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Year 11 Overview

Literature P1: 12th May 2027
Literature P2: 19th May 2027
Language P1: 24th May 2027
Language P2: 8th June 2027

Upcoming  PPEs

English Language 
Paper 2

An Inspector Calls 
essay, part of English 
Literature Paper 2



English Literature Paper 2 – 2 hours 15 minutes
Section A: An Inspector 
Calls                   
Section B: Power and Conflict 
poetry
Section C: Unseen 
poetry                 

Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 minutes
Section A: Macbeth    
Section B: A Christmas Carol



For English Literature, students need:

✓ A good knowledge of the text – plot, characters and quotations
✓ A good knowledge of the context of the text – who wrote it, why 

they wrote it and how it reflects the time in which it is written 
and/or set

We teach students to be ‘outside’ of the text rather than 
‘inside’. This helps to secure a good pass grade and above.

Grade 3 students know their texts, but higher grade students know 
how to analyse the text and how to write good essays about them.



The importance of knowing your text:

Department Homework: Weekly flashcard homework – 5 
flashcards per week throughout Y10 and Y11.

Using these flashcards as part of revision to learn quotations:



Suggested Independent Revision: Knowing your text
✓ Re-read the texts! Re-watch a film/TV adaptation!
✓ Timeline of key events in the text
✓ Character journeys – how do they develop and/or change? Are 

they ‘static’ or ‘dynamic’?
✓ Character and theme grids
✓ ‘Everything I know’ in 5 minutes e.g. quotations, characters, 

context, methods etc.
Responsibility Class Power Family Gender

Mr Birling

Mrs Birling

Gerald

Eric

Sheila

The Inspector

Eva Smith

Example 
character and 
themes grid:



Suggested Independent Revision: Essay writing
✓ Quick planning of past questions
✓ Writing essays – in timed conditions, or ‘best’ responses 

untimed
✓ Identifying key skills in example essays
✓ Make up your own questions and then plan them!

The importance of a thesis 
statement:

The best students set up an 
argument in their introduction 
(and then sum up their ideas in 
a conclusion).



English Language
Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 minutes
Section A: Exploring fiction – reading 
skills
1 fiction extract, 4 questions, 40 marks 
Section B: Narrative and/or descriptive 
writing
40 marks (24 marks content and 
organisation, 16 marks technical accuracy

Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 minutes
Section A: Comparing  viewpoints - 
reading skills         
2 non-fiction extracts, 4 questions, 40 
marks
Section B: Viewpoint writing
40 marks (24 marks content and 
organisation, 16 marks technical 
accuracy                                                 

Spoken Language assessment

Complete a speech and answer questions (up to 10 minutes)

Assessed in class in Year 10



Think: What is the average 
reading age of a GCSE English 
Language paper?

15 years, 7 months

What can you do to help 
improve your child’s 

reading age?



What can you do to help improve your child’s reading age?
✓ Regular reading – 20 minutes a day.
✓ Create a reading household.
✓ Read non-fiction and discuss it together e.g. What is the 

writer’s opinion? How can you tell? What words suggest that 
viewpoint? Summarise this article in one sentence.

✓ Develop vocabulary naturally e.g. highlight unfamiliar words 
in texts, guess the meaning from context, check definition, 
then use later in the week. 

If a parent/carer only does one thing, it should be this:
Spend 10 minutes, three times a week, talking to 
their child about something they have read.



Grade 3 students know what to do for 
each question, but higher grade 
students know how to analyse the 
unseen sources because they’re 
practised in reading and noticing the 
methods writers use.

Suggested Independent Revision: Practice Questions
✓ Plan and write practice questions in timed conditions – the 

more they do, the better they become!
Q1 – 5 minutes
Q2 – 15 minutes
Q3 – 15 minutes
Q4 – 25 minutes
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